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The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Mr. President:

Last week, you announced that you were appointing Bill Pulte—the Director of the Federal
Housing Finance Agency and the chairman of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac—as the acting
Director of National Intelligence. Last night, you indicated that Mr. Pulte would assume the role
on June 19", 11 days earlier than expected. Mr. Pulte could serve as acting DNI for up to 210
days—until January 2027.

Although you have stated that you plan to formally nominate someone else to serve as DNI, Mr.
Pulte has no business serving as DNI for one day, much less a period of months. He has no
background in intelligence, foreign policy, or defense, even though the law expressly requires the
DNI to have “extensive national security expertise.” Mr. Pulte is so unqualified for the DNI role
that your announcement of his appointment has upended the ongoing effort to reauthorize Section
702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, which expires this week.

Mr. Pulte’s work in your administration demonstrates why he is a uniquely poor choice to serve
as acting DNI. As Director of FHFA, he mined confidential databases to generate frivolous
criminal referrals against a Senator, a Federal Reserve Board Member, and a State Attorney
General. He has distinguished himself only as someone who will do or say anything to stay in your
good graces, qualities that are precisely the opposite of what our nation needs in a DNI.

Moreover, to the best of our knowledge, Mr. Pulte would be the first individual to serve as the
head of an intelligence agency without ever having held a security clearance or otherwise been
authorized to access classified information. It is likely that Mr. Pulte has never received a classified
briefing or reviewed a classified document. There is no reason to believe that he has any concept
of the DNI’s responsibilities or those of the broader intelligence community he would lead. As you
know, the DNI is briefed on the most sensitive information held by our government—information
that can lead to exceptionally grave national security consequences and even the loss of life if
disclosed. That this appointment comes amid a war with Iran that has claimed the lives of 13
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American service members and caused massive economic consequences for the American people
only compounds our concern that you would fill this post with someone with no relevant
experience.

To the extent you have articulated any basis for Mr. Pulte’s appointment, you have suggested he
will investigate “rigged elections.” However, there is no credible intelligence that any actor has
tampered with, or attempted to alter, voter registration, casting ballots, vote tabulation, or reporting
results in any U.S. election, and your frequent claims to the contrary serve only to undercut faith
in our democracy.

Because Mr. Pulte is manifestly unqualified and unfit for the DNI role, we urge you to rescind his
appointment immediately. The United States needs a professional leading the intelligence
community and providing the best intelligence possible to policymakers as our nation navigates
multiple conflicts and crises.

However, if you insist on moving forward with this appointment with all the attendant risk to
national security, Mr. Pulte must undergo a full security clearance process that includes an
examination of his financial holdings and foreign contacts. Additionally, Mr. Pulte should be
subject to polygraph screening and any other appropriate measure to protect national security.
Never has a person with so little experience or understanding had at their fingertips the sources
and methods of the intelligence community, and a security clearance granted under executive
authority is insufficient to safeguard classified information. Should his appointment proceed, it is
critical that the congressional intelligence committees receive the following information:

1. adescription of the vetting and security clearance process that Mr. Pulte underwent;
2. whether that process included the administration of a polygraph; and
3. who ultimately adjudicated Mr. Pulte’s eligibility for a security clearance.

Sincerely,
L=
James A. Himes André Carson
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Joaquin Castro Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Jason Crow Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Josh Gottheimer Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Chrissy Houlahan Mike Quigley
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Eric “Rick” Crawford, Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence



