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I think that when -- I think that the chairs of the six national party

committees should all agree that if anyone is hacked, no other party will use that

information in any way and will in fact take some active measure, to use perhaps

the wrong term, to actually mitigate it in some way, that, you know, would have to

be worked out.

No, I don't view this as a partisan issue. I think that it's wrong for the

conduct to be taking place against either party. Which is why, you know, as I look

back, if I could do it again, I would have -- I would have tried to spend more money

to try to learn more, more quickly.

DR. WENSTRUP: I find it troubling as a citizen about the hacking and I

find it troubling as a citizen that Russians are potentially and likely involved with

the dossier. lt's troubling either way, and I would guess you agree with me on

that.

MR. ELIAS: lf you -- I don't have enough knowledge about when you say

that Russians were involved in the dossier. I mean that genuinely. l'm not privy

to what information you all have.

It sounds like the suggestion is that Russia somehow gave information to

the Clinton campaign vis-d-vis one person to one person, to another person, to

another person, to me, to the campaign. That strikes me as fanciful and unlikely,

but perhaps you all - as I said, I don't have a security clearance. You all have

facts and information that is not available to me. But I certainly never had any

hint or whiff.

I This won't take long. I have just got a couple of quick

questions.

BYI
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O So you, Marc Elias, on behalf of the DNC and the Hillary Clinton

campaign retained Fusion GPS. ls that correct?

A I'm sorry.

0 I'll say it again.

A I was saying -
O lt's okay.

A I was saying goodbye.

O They're going to votes. This won't take long.

You, Marc Elias and Perkins Coie, on behalf of the DNC and the Hillary

Clinton campaign, retained Fusion GPS?

A True.

O And then Fusion GPS in turn retained the services of Christopher

Steele and Orbis lnternational?

A Yes. I understand those -- I said this before -- I understand those

two to be the same.

O The same thing?

A Okay.

O For purposes of this, we will say Christopher Steele and Orbis

lnternational are the same thing.

A Okay.

O So Fusion GPS, after they were hired by you, they went out and

retained Chris Steele?

A Right.

O Where I got a little lost was, did you say you had a sign-off on that or,

like, a say in that relationship, that is, Fusion's relationship to Christopher Steele?

UNCLASSIFTED, COMM]TTEE SENSIT]VE

PROPERTY OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



94
UNCLASSIFIED, COMMTTTEE SENSTTIVE

MS. RUEMMLER: I think you --

MR. ELIAS: Yeah. I had a sign-off on that they were going to retain

someone. The who the someone was, I think as a contractual matter, I probably

had the authority to, but in practice, I didn't. I mean, I didn't exercise that

authority.

BY

O So in this instance, you did not exercise that --

A I wouldn't have known who -- who -- I don't come out of an

intelligence background.

O Sure. And about what timeframe are we talking about? What

month and year are we talking here?

A As I said, it would be after the hack and after the rules and bylaws

platform, Republican platform.

O Give me an approximate timeframe.

A So I'm guessing it was June.

o ot2016?

A 2016.

O Okay. So when was the first time you became aware that Fusion

GPS had retained Chris Steele?

A As the name Chris Steele?

O Right.

A I think it was in early July, but it could have been late June.

O Again, 2016, correct?

A All of this is 2016.

O Okay. Thanks.
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And the first time you met Chris Steele, you said, was at the Perkins Coie

law offices in Washington, D.C., when he came to your law office. ls that correct?

A Yep.

O And you said he came with a few folks that you identified were

possibly Mr. Katan, Mr. Fritsch, and another lady?

A Yeah. A younger woman. And I - you know, I'd say she was in

her twenties.

O Okay.

A But I don't know.

O Fair enough. And I'm sure -- but in the bookkeeping world of private

practice, which l've never been a part of, so I'm just going to assume here, that

your office has a record of who attended that meeting and the time and date of

that meeting?

A The time and date -- here - it is possible we would have the time

and date.

O Would you have the attendees?

A Unlikely.

O So there is no record at Perkins Coie -
A I don't know. I think this is something counsel should take back.

O That's where I was getting. Would you through your counsel take

back for action whether or not there is any information that could show us who was

at that meeting in the fall, late September, early October of 2016, at the

Washington.

MS, RUEMMLER: Yes, we will.

At your law office?
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MS. RUEMMLER: We will check and see if we have anything in the office

I Thanks. And any information on that would be appreciated

BY

O So in late September, early October, you have representatives of

Fusion GPS and Christopher Steele sitting in your law office. Anyone else walk in

and out of that meeting?

A I don't think so. No. I mean --

O Okay. And correct me if the following characterization is incorrect.

You, Perkins Coie, were paid by the DNC and the Hillary Clinton campaign for

your services in total somewhere around $5 million or $6 million?

A lf that's what the reports say.

O Okay. And some of that money was then utilized for you to go

about and conduct your business, which would involve retaining Fusion GPS?

A A relatively small part would involve that, yes.

O What is your recollection of that number?

A Well, if it was $5 million or $6 million in total, then, you know, I don't

know what the - what you would say is probably about a million dollars.

O A million dollars. Okay. And you knew of all these transactions

involving money between your law firm and Fusion GPS, because you would have

to have signed off on it?

A Sure, Yeah.

O So as you sit in late September, early October of 2016 in your law

offices with representatives from Fusion GPS and Christopher Steele, you, the

attorney for the DNC and Hillary campaign, knew you had paid those individuals

approximately a million dollars at that point in time for services?
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A Well, most of what they were paid, though, didn't go to them. lt was

just expenses.

A When you say "they" and "them" --

A Any - either Fusion or Christopher Steele.

O Right. But I'm just saying you are aware -- I mean, you must be

aware or agree with the fact that money went to them that you signed off on?

A Yeah.

O So you knew that at the time of the meeting?

A Yeah.

O Okay. And my question to you is, were members of the Democratic

National Committee or the Hillary campaign for America aware of that meeting

before or after it took place in 2016 in yourWashington, D.C., law office?

A No.

O So you never informed anyone back at the DNC or HR - or the

Hillary for America that you had met with both Fusion GPS and Christopher

Steele?

A No.

O Did you ever -- or did they ever become aware that the individuals

that you had retained, Fusion GPS and Christopher Steele, who would ultimately

produce what's known as the dossier, were ever in your law offices?

A No.

O Okay. You said you did not have a sort of -- you did not have a

hand in which media outlets Christopher Steele was sent to in the fall of 2016, but

you're aware of it. ls that correct?

A Yeah. I did not direct that, but I was aware of it.
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O You could have also told them not to do it?

MS. RUEMMLER: I mean, it's a hypotheticalquestion.

MR. ELIAS: Hypothetically, yes.

I okay. But you chose not to, right? I mean, he did it.

MS. RUEMMLER: I think, again, the communications between Mr. Elias

and Fusion are, I think, covered by privilege, so l'd instruct him not to answer. But

if it's a hypothetical, I think he can answer.

I okay. Fairenough.

Why did you not stop Mr. Steele from speaking to media in the fall of 2016

after he was in your Washington, D.C., law offices?

MS. RUEMMLER: I think that assumes facts that haven't been

established.

But you can answer the question the best you can.

MR. ELIAS: I thought that the information that - I thought that the

information that he or they wished to convey was accurate and important.

O So the information that Fusion GPS and Christopher Steele wished

to portray to the media in the fall of 2016 at that time, you thought, was accurate

and important?

A As I understand it.

O As you understood it. Sitting here today, do you still consider that

information that was relayed to the media in the fall of 2016 after the meeting in

your law offices to be accurate and important?

A Yes.

O Have you had the opportunity to verify it independently?

A No.
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O So how do you know it's still accurate and important?

A You asked me my opinion.

O Right.

A That's my opinion.

O Okay. But it hasn't changed?

A lt has not changed.

0 Have you followed up with anyone at Fusion GPS or Chris Steele on

that matter?

A No.

O And would you say the information that became - ultimately became

the dossier that was published on BuzzFeed, are you familiar with that?

A I skimmed it when it came out.

O Okay. Was there any information that was accurately portrayed in

that dossier that was relayed by Christopher Steele to the media in the fall of

2016?

A I don't know what he actually conveyed to the media. I mean, lwas

not present when he - if he conveyed information to the media.

There were -- there was information in it that I was familiar with. There

was information in it that I was not familiar with. Some of the information that was

in it I think has actually prbved true. So, you know, my opinion that it was

accurate and important, I think lwas right.
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[5:05 p.m.]

BYT
O Okay. When you say some of the information, give me a

percentage.

A I don't know.

O I mean, more than 50 percent, less than 50 percent?

A That I thought was accurate and important?

O Yeah.

A I don't know. Of the whole dossier or of what I -
O Of what you have knowledge of.

A lt's hard to do that.

O Okay.

A lt's really hard to. I mean --

O Would agree that there's parts of that dossier that remain unverified

to this day?

A I assume there are.

O Okay.

A I mean, you would know -- you would know better than I what is

verified and what is not, because you have a security clearance, we're sitting in a

SCIF, and you have access to the intelligence.

O I understand that, but I'm asking what you knew based on your

relationships since you were the individualwho hired Fusion GPS, who then

retained Christopher Steele on behalf of the DNC and the Hillary Clinton campaign

for America in the fall of 2016 and they ended up in your law offices in the fall of
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2016. So I'm asking you, based upon your knowledge.

A And I've told you based on my knowledge.

0 Okay. Were you aware that Fusion GPS had relationships with

individuals in the Department of Justice?

A No.

O Have you met with any individuals from the Department of Justice

about the matters that we've talked about today?

A No, Well, l've * not as a -- not as a witness. As you probably --

O Yeah, I don't mean as a witness. I don't want into get that. ljust

mean have you met with any individuals --

A Not me as a witness.

O Right,

A But as a lawyer to others. You know, as you know, as you probably

know the Department reached out to various Democratic-related entities around

the hack.

O Oh, okay. So in your capacity as a lawyer for individuals such as

the DNC, and possibly CrowdStrike, or anything like that?

MR. MCQUAID: I think what Mr. Elias answered is that he has not met

with individuals related to the -- as a witness has not met with the law

enforcement. To the extent you're asking about his work as a lawyer, that would

go into -
I Yeah, I'm not asking about that.

MR. ELIAS: That's what I was --

I I'm not asking about that.

MR. ELIAS: Not as a witness.
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BYI
O Fair enough.

And excluding as a witness, but just as a private citizen in your capacity, in

your personal time, have you ever met with any individuals with the Department of

Justice?

A No, no, no, no, no. I met with you all as a lawyer for a client. So

I'm trying to exclude --

O And my last questioning is just basically related to the DNC hack real

quick. Was it your decision that the DNC hire CrowdStrike? Were you involved

with that at all?

A [Nonverbal response.]

O Do you know who took that for action over there?

MS. RUEMMLER: lf you know who hired CrowdStrike. You can answer

that if you know.

MR. ELIAS: I believe MichaelSussmann, but I could be wrong.

MR. PATEL: And then with Michael Sussmann, was he involved with any

of the matters that we talked about today as they pertain to Fusion GPS,

Christopher Steele, and.the ultimate production of the material that was -- resulted

from their work?

MS. RUEMMLER: I think as stated that question calls for information that's

protected under privilege, and I instruct you not to answer.

That's all I've got

You guys have anything?

I
We just appreciate your patience today, Mr. Elias
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No further questions.

Thanks for coming in

MR. ELIAS: Thanks. Thanks for having me.

[Whereupon, at 5:09 p.m,, the interview was concluded.]
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