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Okay. Mr. Elias was going to work with him?

Presumably.

And did he tell you what the purpose of that work would be?
No, not specifically.

And how long did the meeting last with --

Roughly 2 hours.

o r O » O P D

All right.  And then | think you already said this. You had no further
contact with Steele or Mr. Simpson, Mr. Kattan (ph) or Mr. Fritsch since that
August meeting?

A No. Soifl can break that apart.

Q  Okay.

A With Mr. Steele, | don't recall ever seeing, meeting, having anything to
do with him again. With the two Fusion GPS guys, | probably met with them a
total of three times. So --

Q Between August and --

A In the August timeframe, or in a short period of time.

Q Okay. Did you meet with them in September, to the best of your
recollection?

A My recollection, which is not precise, is that | did not meet with them
after August -- after August of 2016. So | think that's the timeframe.

Q Did you have any further other communications with them, including
telephonic or email, electronic communications with Mr. Simpson, -Mr. Fritsch, or
Mr. Kattan (ph) from August 2016 to the present?

A So, again, | don't know Mr. Kattan (ph).

Q Yes okay.
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A Mr. Simpson, no. Mr. Fritsch, | don't recall.

Q Okay. The Trump dossier, I'll use that term because | think that's
what's --

A  Sure.

Q  --in the media and in the parlance. Have you ever seen the Trump
dossier, if you will?

A So what I've seen is | read part of the document that BuzzFeed
posted, which | think is what you reféerred to about it.

Q  That's right.

A Solread, | remember reading part of it when BuzzFeed posted it.

Q Had you ever seen that document that you read on BuzzFeed or any
portion thereof or anything that was --

A No.

Q  -- prior to that?

A No.

Q So that was the first time you had seen what was then called the
Trump dossier?

A Correct.

Q  Were you aware that such a document had existed prior to the

election?
| don't think so.
} Q  No recollection whatsoever?
i A No. [ mean, if by the Trump dossier, this --
Q Letme rephrase it. Maybe make -- I'll try and be more precise.
A Yeah.
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Q Were you aware of any document that Mr. Steele had created or was
creating prior to the election that contained information that is now in the Trump
dossier that was published in BuzzFeed in January of this year? Did you have
any understanding of that information or were you aware that it existed?

A My a.nswer is no, but, as | mentioned, | haven't read all of the dossier.
But no, | had not seen anything written by Mr. Steele prior to having seen the thing
on BuzzFeed.

Q So any of the allegations that are contained in that document that is
now public based on the BuzzFeed disclosure, you were not aware of any of those
allegations in the summer of '16, the fall of '16, or any time in 20167

A So that's a different question.

MR. MCQUAID: You're asking about a thing he just said he didn't see, he
didn't see, so --

- TR

Q So you didn't see the document, but were you aware that Mr. Steele
had investigated things that -- that essentially brought forth those allegations that
he then put into a document? | mean, you obviously vetted him. So at that time,
were you aware that he was investigating these things?

A  So it may have been the case -- | think he's asking about whether -- or
he could be asking me about things that | discussed in that one meeting.

MS. RUEMMLER: Right. And that's why I'm just going to admonish you
not to talk about any of the content. But | think that the question, as | understood
it, is at the time that you went into the meeting to vet Mr. Steele, were you aware
that he was investigating some of the matters that ended up being published in the

document --
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— In the document.

MS. RUEMMLER: --in the document that was published in BuzzFeed. Is

that fair?

B e Thank you.

MR. SUSSMANN: And can | answer that?

MS. RUEMMLER: Yes.

A Yes,

MR

Q  And how did you know that information?

MS. RUEMMLER: That calls for potentially privileged information, so I'm
going to instruct him not to answer.

-

Q 'l finish up with Steele and move on to my last line of questions that
I 12s put forward here, and that is - | think you've answered this, but I'm
just going to ask it. Did you play any role in retaining the services of Fusion GPS
on behalf of the DNC?

A None whatsoever.

Q  So that was not in your portfolio?

A Nope.

Q | believe our investigation has yielded information that there was a
meeting at your law firm, at Perkins Coie sometime in late September or early
October 2016. Are you aware of such a meeting in which Mr. Steele and Fusion
were a party to?

A Am | aware that there was a meeting?

Q Yes. So we have information that indicates that there was a meeting
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~ at your law firm sometime in late September or early October with Mr. Steele
and/or Fusion GPS. |

A  I'm not aware of the meeting.

Q So you know nothing about it? Did you ever attend a subsequent
meeting with Mr. Steele or Fusion in October or September?

A | don't recall having met with him again.

Q Okay. Allright. So no recollection whatsoever?

A No. And I've discussed this with my counsel as well. |don't--1don't
believe -- | believe that my one meeting with him was the only meeting with him.

Q Okay. If you went back and looked at your calendar and refreshed
your recollection, would you share that information with us separately? Is that
possible to get that information? Could counsel provide that to us?

A Well, what | would share with you is, if | met with him again, I'd be
happy to tell you that | did.

Q Yes.

A And just for some background that might be helpful to you.

Q Sure.

A When we began the interview this morning, | sort of discussed my
background. I've been at the firm for 12 years, and | do privacy and cybersecurity
work. | was at the Department of Justice for 12 years before. | was a computer
crime prosecutor for most of that time.

So I'm on the sixth floor at our firm. There are all sorts of -- law firms, there
are all sorts of -- environmental group, people everywhere. On the fourth floor are
the political law people. |

And because of the computer -- the intrusion, which was the main thing that
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| was doing, and intrusions of dther people, | was working like crazy on the

intrusions. And | was going down to the fourth floor frequently. Oh, you can

imagine, intrusion-_related,vthis happened. Someone's making a question about

that. Or when documents were being released on a daily basis, this is being
released. There were just a million issues. |

So | saw many, many clients and many, many people. | don't recall ever
participating in another meeting with Mr. Steele. It's very hard for me to say |
never saw him again. | just -- | don't have a recollection of it.

Q  Okay.

A But I'm really not trying to hide the ball on some -- like some other
meeting. And | can tell by your questions that you may believe that | did
participate in a meeting, and if | have -- if | have anything to indicate that | did, I'd
be happy to share it, or if | determine otherwise | certainly will let you know. | just
really don't --

MS. RUEMMLER: And just you shouldn't infer by any of his questions that
he does have separate information. And what -- we obviously, - will follow
up and see. But we anticipated that you would ask some questions along those
lines, so we did do our best to try to ensure that information that might be available
to refresh his recollection about specific meetings was made available to him. But
we'll follow up.

I | /o much appreciate that.  I'm going to follow up with
some real quick questions and | think we'll with be done unless, sir, you have any

follow-up.

I | con't have any follow-up.
-
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Q If my colleague had asked this prior, | apologize, but I'm just going to
ask you just because | don't know if he did.

Do you know a gentleman by the name of Bruce Ohr, O-h-r?

A ldo.

Q And how do you know him?

A | worked at the Department of Justice from 2000 -- excuse me, from
1993 to 2005. And during some of that time, he was the chief of the organized
crime and racketeering section. And there would be times | would be at the main
Department of Justice building, and | don't know, you sort of get to -- you know
who section chiefs are. And | think at a later point, | moved to what's now called
the Keeny (ph) Building. | think organized crime was in our building. And so |
saw him on the elevator. That's it.

Q Did you ever speak -- when is the last time you spoke with Mr. Ohr?

A |don't recall, but it would have been before | joined my law firm. So it
would be sometime prior to 2005. But when you say spoke with him, I've -- | don't
believe I've ever said anything ever in my life to him more detailed than how are
you and how's the weather.

Q And you've had no electronic, email communications, or telephone
conversations with him since that time, as you can best recollect?

A Not that | recall.

Q And so you didn't -- and you had no meetings or dealings or
interactions with him in 20167

A [No verbal response.] -

MS. RUEMMLER: You have to say something for the record.

MR. SUSSMANN: Sorry.
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MS. RUEMMLER: She can't record a shake of --
MR. SUSSMANN: Absolutely not, no.
- T

Q  And do you know his wife, Nellie Ohr?

A 1didn't even know he was married.

Q Okay. Do you know or have you ever met Special Agent Pete Strzok
of the FBI?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q  And have you ever met or know FBI OGC lawyer Lisa Page?

A Yes, to the extent that | was in a meeting with her once a couple of
years ago.

Q Okay. Notin2016?

A No. In probably 2014 or'15.

Q And you had no email or telephone conversations with her?

A No. |had a matter involving another client. It had nothing to do with
anything you could imagine. And | just recall that she was there, because when |
saw the news stories | was like, oh, | remember, you know, | was in a meeting with
that person once.

- REED

MR. CONAWAY: So getting to the actual questions we were supposed to
answer, other than the information you shared with the FBI, the journalists, and
., can you share with us any information you have about collusion, conspiracy,
coordination between the Russians and either of the campaigns, the Trump
campaign or the -- and | say that writ large, or the Clinton campaign writ large,

that's not just general public knowledge?
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A The only other body of information that | have, which | may have
discussed briefly, was during the campaign, | was a recipient of all sorts of kinds of
threats and allegations that | passed along to the Bureau. And | could never -- |
was not in a position to.discern the real from the imagined. So --

MR. CONAWAY: So when you say "threats," threats to you?

MR. SUSSMANN: No. No, no, no. No, just suspicious activity, threats to
people, suspicions that people had about Ruésians or others. And | don't have an
assessment myself as to whether these things mattered or not. But other than
that general area, | can't think of an area of alleged or purported collusion that
we've not covered.

MR. CONAWAY: All right. Thank you.

|

Q Just one last follow-up question here. | know you told me you didn't.
know -- you knew Bruce Ohr many years ago and you don't know his wife.

Have you had any other contact with members of the Department of
Justice, and excluding the FBI because | think you've already told me you've never
met with anyone from the FBI, since the launch of the investigation, the Russia
investigation, which -- since last year?

A  Sure. Yes.

Q Who have you spoken with?

A You know, I've spoken with various people about various client
matters.

Q Okay. Isitthe same conversations that you had with the Agency and
the FBI --

A Absolutely, no. No.
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Q So on different matters?
A No, you just asked a fairly general question about have | spoken to

anyone at the Department, and --

Q I'monly interested in relating to the --

A No.

Q  --scope of what we're interested in. | know you --

A No.

Q -- may have talked to members of the -- members of the Department

on many matters related to your representation of clients, but relative to the Russia
investigation or things that you believe to be part of the Russia investigation. So
matters that, for example, the same or similar matters that you had conversations
with the FBI general counsel and [l general counsel about, have you had
any of those kind of conversations with --

A No, but | have had conversations that | can recall or not recall with
members, former colleagues of mine at the Department of Justice about public
information about what's going on in the country that involves -- it's very hard in
Washington, or probably in any other city, to not discuss current politics,
which -- some of which involve the aftermath of the election. So | can't say -- |
apologize for the double negative. | can't say that | have not discussed with
anyone in the Department any of these -- any of these myriad of stories that have
been reported, are being reported in the media.

I O<ay. Do you have anything else?

MR. CONAWAY: We're good. All right.

B hank you very much.

[Whereupon, at 1:11 p.m,, the interview was concluded.]
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