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November 20, 2025 

 

The Honorable Tulsi Gabbard      

Director of National Intelligence     

 

Dear Director Gabbard:  

 

In recent weeks, there have been public reports or statements that at least three countries—the 

United Kingdom, Colombia, and the Netherlands—have limited, or intend to limit, intelligence 

sharing with the United States. As Members of the House Permanent Select Committee on 

Intelligence, we are deeply concerned by these developments, if true.       

 

Specifically, CNN reported last week that the United Kingdom, a member of the Five-Eyes 

intelligence sharing alliance, “is no longer sharing intelligence with the US about suspected drug 

trafficking vessels in the Caribbean because it does not want to be complicit in US military strikes 

and believes the attacks are illegal.”1   

 

After publication of this report, Gustavo Petro, the President of Colombia, a country with which 

the United States has long partnered on counternarcotics and other security matters, posted the 

following on X.com: “All levels of law enforcement intelligence are ordered to suspend all 

communications and other dealings with U.S. security agencies.  This measure will remain in effect 

as long as missile attacks on boats in the Caribbean continue.”2 

 

Last month, in a rare public statement by an intelligence partner, the heads of the Dutch civilian 

and military intelligence agencies said that they have curtailed intelligence sharing with the U.S., 

including intelligence on Russia. The head of military intelligence told reporters that “[s]ometimes 

we don’t share things anymore.” The head of domestic intelligence said that the service must be 

“very alert to the politicization of our intelligence and the violation of human rights.”3 

 

 
1 Natasha Bertrand, “UK suspends some intelligence sharing with US over boat strike concerns in major 

break,” CNN (November 11, 2025), available here. 

 
2 See @gustavopetro, X.com (posted November 11, 2025) (original post in Spanish), available here.  

 
3 Andy Bounds, Netherlands curtails intelligence-sharing with US over ‘human rights’, Financial Times 

(October 20, 2025), available here. 
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The U.S. system of alliances around the globe, which extend into the intelligence sphere, are a 

critical part of our national security, and they act as a force multiplier that neither China nor Russia 

can match. To the extent that targeted killings of alleged drug traffickers or other policies reduce 

the willingness of our partners to work closely with our national security agencies, the United 

States will be less safe as a result. 

 

Accordingly, we request that the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, along with any 

other affected intelligence community elements, swiftly update the Committee on the accuracy of 

these reports, the expected impact to U.S. national security and intelligence equities, and the 

intelligence community’s plan to mitigate any damage. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

        
James A. Himes Joaquin Castro 

Ranking Member Ranking Member 

House Permanent Select Committee on House Permanent Select Committee 

Intelligence on Intelligence, Subcommittee  

 on Oversight and Investigations 

  

cc:   The Honorable Eric “Rick” Crawford, Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on 

Intelligence 

 

          The Honorable Ronny Jackson, Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on 

Intelligence, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 

      


